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University of Illinois and the National Center for Supercomputing 
Applications (NCSA), which is part of the University, are located in 
the Champaign-Urbana area, alongside a number of leading companies 

that have made the University of Illinois’ Technology Park their home. 
Tours of NCSA, which will host the national petascale computing 
facility, will be arranged. Chicago which is impressive architecture, 
museums, parks, marinas and the Magnificent Mile is just 140 miles 
away. A trip to Chicago will be offered to the delegates before or after 
the Workshop. 
 
Introduction to ANCER 
Asian-Pacific Network of Centers for Earthquake Engineering Research 
(ANCER) was founded in October 2001 with 7 national centers on 
earthquake engineering in the Asian-Pacific region.  It has expanded globally 
and become a unique international nonprofit, professional organization with 
13 national centers in 2009.  The main objective of ANCER is to coordinate 
and optimize resources in the respective countries to develop and implement, 
on a cooperative, center-to-center basis, innovative engineering methods and 
new enabling technologies for design, construction, maintenance, 
management and renewal of the built environment to achieve the maximum 
seismic hazard reduction and minimum life-cycle cost. ANCER has 
emphasized over the years the training of young researchers in earthquake 
risk and had recently developed a students and researchers exchange 
program. 
 
The 2009 ANCER Workshop 
After the great success of previous meetings held in Harbin, China, in 2002, 
Hawaii, US, in 2004, Jeju, Korea, in 2005, Hong King, China, in 2007, the 
2009 ANCER Meeting will be held in Illinois, US.  The main objective of 
this series of meetings is to provide a medium for integration of various 
approaches to studying and managing earthquake risk, with an emphasis on 
low and medium seismicity regions, The focus of the August 2009 workshop 
will be the encouragement of young researchers to present their own work 
and have an opportunity to receive feedback from international experts in a 
collegiate environment. From the technical perspective, the workshop main 
theme is learning from recent earthquakes, especially related to field 
reconnaissance and back-analysis. 



Invited Topics 
! Advancements in Earthquake Engineering by Young Researchers from 

the Seismological, Structural and Geotechnical Viewpoints as well as 
Mitigation, Response and Recovery 

! Lessons from Recent Earthquakes and Back-Analysis of Strong-motion, 
Structures and Geotechnical Aspects 
 

Key Dates 
Submission of Abstracts: by Monday 23 March 2009 
Announcement of Abstract Assessment: on Monday 18 May 2009 
Submission of Papers: by Monday 27 April 2009 
Announcement of Paper Assessment: on Monday 8 June 2009 
 
Abstracts and Paper Format 
Abstract should be limited to 400 words in free format, outlining the concept 
and major conclusion of the research. A template for full papers will be 
included in the second announcement. Submissions can be made through e-
mail to vlna@illinois.edu. 
 
Meeting Venue 
2009 ANCER Meeting will take place at the National Center for 
Supercomputing Applications, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, 
Illinois, United States. 
 
Hotel 
The special room rates for various hotels near the campus in Urbana-
Champaign will be announced in the next announcement 
 
Proceedings and Registration 
Proceedings will be available on CD-ROM.  There will be discounted 
registration fees for early registration and young researchers. 

Please register to receive further announcements by replying to the 
invitation email or by emailing Jessica Vlna at vlna@illinois.edu 

Local Organizing Committee: 
Prof. Amr S. Elnashai (University of Illinois) - Chairman 
Prof. Bassem Andrawes (University of Illinois) 
Prof. Khaled A. El-Rayes (University of Illinois) 
Prof. Larry Fahnestock (University of Illinois) 
Prof. Jamshid Ghaboussi (University of Illinois) 
Prof. Youssef Hashash (University of Illinois) 
Dr. Sung Jig Kim (University of Illinois) 
Prof. Daniel Kuchma (University of Illinois) 
Prof. Junho Song (University of Illinois) 
Prof. Bill Spencer (University of Illinois) 
Prof. Oh Sung Kwon (Missouri S and T University) 
Mr. Sheng-lin Lin (University of Illinois) 
Mr. Liang Chang (University of Illinois) 
 
Technical Direction Committee 
Dr. Shih-Chi Liu (National Science Foundation, USA) – Chairman 
Prof. Fabio Casciati (University of Pavia, Italy) 
Prof. Jae-Kwan Kim (Seoul National University, Korea) 
Prof. George C. Lee (State University of New York, Buffalo, USA) 
Prof. Wei-qing Liu (Nanjing University of Technology, China) 
Prof. Xi-Lin Lu (Tongji University, China) 
Prof. Xiao-Zhai Qi (Institute of Engineering Mechanics, China) 
Prof. M. Shinozuka (University of California, Irvine, USA) 
Dr. M. P. Singh (National Science Foundation, USA) 
Prof. Zhishen Wu (Ibaraki University, Japan) 
Prof. Ahmed Elgamal (University of California, San Diego, USA 
Prof. Carol Shield (University of Minnesota, USA) 
Prof. Toula Onoufriou (Cyprus University of Technology, Cyprus) 
Prof. Shirley Dyke (Washington University, USA) 
Prof. Thomas O’Rourke (University of Cornell, USA) 
Prof. DJ Belarbi (Missouri University of Science and Technology, USA) 
Prof. Ahmed Elghazouli (Imperial College, London, UK) 



Prof. Tiziana Rossetto (University College, London, UK) 
Prof. Kyriazis Pitilakis (University of Thessaloniki, Greece) 
Prof. Michael Fardis (University of Patras, Greece) 
Prof. Panos Papanastasiou (University of Cyprus, Cyprus) 
Prof. Edoardo Cosenza (University of Napoli, Italy) 
Prof. Sharon Wood (University of Texas, Austin, USA) 
Prof. Ahmed Ghobarah (McMaster University, Canada) 
Prof. Shamim Sheikh (University of Toronto, Canada) 
Prof. Aly Nazmi (Abu Dhabi University, Abu Dhabi) 
Prof. K. T. Chau (The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, China) 
Prof. Loh Chin-Hsiung (National Taiwan University, Taiwan) 
Prof. Wang Yayong (Institute of Earthquake Engineering, China) 
Prof. G.M. Calvi (University of Pavia, Italy) 

 
Advisory Committee 
Prof. Andre Filiatrault (MCEER) 

Prof. Ian G. Buckle (Center for Civil Engineering Earthquake Research) 

Prof. Sung Pil Chang (Korea Earthquake Engineering Research Center) 
Prof. Yoshiaki Kawata (Disaster Prevention Research Institute) 
Prof. Stephen Mahin (The Pacific Earthquake Engineering Research Center) 
Prof. Jinping Ou (Earthquake Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Research Center) 
Prof. Keh-Chyuan Tsai (National Center for Research on Earthquake Engineering) 
Prof. Zifa Wang (Institute of Engineering Mechanics) 
Prof. You-Lin Xu (Research Center for Urban Hazards Mitigation) 
Prof. Fu-Lin Zhou (Earthquake Engineering Research Test Center) 
Prof. Jason Ingham  (University of Auckland Centre for Earthquake Engineering Research) 
Prof. Nelson Lam (University of Melbourne, Australia) 
 
 
Correspondence 
Jessica Vlna  (Program Coordinator) Tel: +1 (217) 244-6302; Fax: +1 (217) 333-3821 
The workshop is co-managed by the University of Illinois Conferences and Institutes Division. 
 

 

Area and Venue Maps 

 

 

 

 



Directions to Venue 

From Willard Airport (CMI) 
Follow airport exit signs.  Turn left (north) onto US Route 45/Neil Street (5.1 
mi).  Turn right (east) onto Springfield Avenue (.9 mi).  Turn left at Mathews 
Avenue.  Destinations will be on the right side.   
 
From Bloomington /Normal Airport (BMI) 
Head northeast on Cira Drive East (.5 mi).  Turn right (east) onto Illinois Route 9 
(.4 mi).  Turn right (south) onto Towanda Barnes Road (4.8 mi). Turn left 
(southeast) at US Route 150 (2.0 mi).  Turn right (south) at Seminary Street (.5 
miles) and continue onto Highway 36 (.4 mi).  Turn left to merge on to Interstate 
74 East toward Champaign (39.8 mi).  Take exit 183 for Lincoln Avenue.  Turn 
right (south) onto Lincoln Avenue (1.5 mi), then right (west) at Springfield 
Avenue (.3 mi).  Turn right (north) at Mathews Avenue.  Destinations will be on 
the right side.   
 
From O’Hare International Airport (ORD)  
Head south on Chicago O’Hare International Airport (1 mi).  Continue onto 
Interstate 190 East (1.2 mi).  Take exit 1D for Interstate 294 South, merge onto I-
294 South (toll road, 34.5 mi).  Take exit toward Interstate 80 West/Interstate 57 
South (.5 mi); merge on to I-80 West (3.1 mi).  Take exit 151A on the LEFT to 
merge on to I-57 South (108 mi).  Take exit 237A to merge on to Interstate 74 
East toward Indianapolis/Champaign (3.6 mi).  Take exit 183 for Lincoln 
Avenue.  Turn right (south) onto Lincoln Avenue (1.5 mi), then right (west) at 
Springfield Avenue (.3 mi).  Turn right (north) at Mathews Avenue.  
Destinations will be on the right side.   
 
! There is metered parking along Mathews Avenue and in the parking garage 

immediately north of the NCSA Building 
! International flights are available from all over the world to and from 

O’Hare International Airport (ORD). Regular flights connect O’Hare with 
Willard Airport (CMI), Champaign-Urbana. 

 


