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Post-Earthquake Responses to Risk – 1906 to Now
Disasters are focusing events for
agenda setting and policymaking.
In California and many other parts
of the world, enhancements to the
seismic provisions of building
codes, infrastructure standards,
and public policy are often made
to reflect the learning gained from
recent earthquakes. Communityscale responses to risk that
involve major changes in land use
or significant long-term
investments in resilience are more
unique. As we commemorate the
110th anniversary of the Great
San Francisco Earthquake and
Fire, we will look back through
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time at some of the major
community-scale seismic risk reduction policies that have been implemented in the aftermath
of damaging earthquakes in San Francisco (1906 and 1989), Kobe Japan (1995), Sichuan
China (2008), Canterbury New Zealand (2010-2011), and the Tohoku region of Japan (2011),
and we will consider what some of the potential community-scale risks and responses might be
if a major damaging earthquake were to strike the San Francisco Bay Area today.
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following many of the world’s major urban disasters, including the Loma Prieta and Northridge
earthquakes, the Kobe and Tohoku Japan earthquakes, Hurricane Katrina, and Canterbury New
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University.
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